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This graduate seminar offered to international MA/PhD students in the College of Education offers an
introduction to critical environmental education. Through close collaboration with Bunun Nanan Bean Group (5

B

225 5 3F) in Zhouxi Towanship, Hualie({£ 75 f4 55 2 1A B 1R e Z23305% ), this seminar not only critically
engage current dominant trends of environmental education but return to human sensory in livelihood
experiences in environment as basis for land-based education and pedagogy. This course aims to offer the
conceptual framework, methodological tools, and dynamic environment for students to explore educational
lessons from our surroundings.
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Bunun Aunties and Uncles from Nanan Bean Group have been preserving Bunun ecological knowledge through
organic rice, small-scale agriculture, seed preservation (from millet, to beans, and other vegetation), and
utilization of natural resources (such as fire, stones, and landscape) to create an environment to support garden
growth. The typhoon in Nov. 2024 devasted the community with landslides covering up a number of
households. The community is a place of abundant resources and knowledge for students to understand and
critically examine key concepts in environmental education such as food sovereignty, climate justice, re-thinking
‘natural disaster’, conservation, nature/culture divide, and anthropocentrism.

Explore
With 2 fieldtrips to Nanan, this course will offer ample time and space for students to get to explore and
experience the local environment, from soil, seeds, animals, wild vegetation, edible plants, seasonal change, as
well as Bunun social structure and people, government policy impact on the environment. Through fieldnotes
and discussion, these sensory experiences and in-depth observations will serve as key to reconceptualizing
environment and education.

Design

z%l“his seminar is designed for students (mostly educators) to unlearn some of the assumptions of nature/culture
divide and anthropocentrism fundamental to western -knowledge and education models. Through working with
and learning from Indigenous-centered epistemology, livelihood and pedagogy through hand-on activities and
engaging conversation with local elders, this seminar encourages students to set their own educational outcome
objectives and work towards achieving them.
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The assignments of this course is designed to begin observation and perception of our environment through

all senses. In addition to graduate seminar foundational textual analysis exercises, the assighment expectations
and requirements are designed to grow from empirical experiences in the field. As such, fieldnotes and
reflections from the two community visits will be discussed in class and based on dialectical structure, students
will determine their own final education outcome/measurements/objective on which to pursuit their final

project. Informed by Indigenous pedagogy, this seminar encourages students to address real-life problems, utilize

their collective strengths, and build on the environment to support the completion of their projects.
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BEZL EHIEE -4 Mg © Environmental and Education was not just merely a 3-credit academic discourse, it was

a way of learning to live otherwise in an increasingly uncertain world, the world of precarity. When I first encouraged
Dr. Ena Chang to offer this course at National Dong Hwa University, I did so with hope but little foresight into how
transformative the experience would be. The result, “Environment and Education,” taught in Spring 2025, exceeded
every expectation, not only in scope but in its generous grounding of the Anthropocene in colonization, feminist
pedagogy, and multispecies entanglement. Initially, I imagined it might be a more conventional environmental education
course, focused on ecosystems, sustainability, and climate. Instead, it became a deeply interdisciplinary exploration of
how we have inherited and might re-invent our relationalities with the Earth and its beings.

R B PERE 1 2R [A]6% ¢ One of the most valuable takeaways from this course was the opportunity to truly put into

practice a deeper and more attentive understanding of how culture and identity shape people's relationships with the
environment. Because the course explored such broad and meaningful themes — and because the classroom itself was

culturally diverse — I was constantly reminded that each perspective carries its own cultural weight, history, and context.




It strengthened my belief that environment and education must be flexible and culturally grounded, and that being able

to recognize these layers of identity is key to creating meaningful and respectful educational practices.
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Pedagogy, Place and Purpose: reflections on land-based pedagogy in intercultural settings {F &5 5 S 1
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ENJE 2 4: A& : Two moments in particular caught my attention and sparked my
curiosity:

First was when the elder talked about planting flowers and trees around the rice fields so
that insects would be drawn to them instead of the crops. This approach, rooted in a deep
connection with nature, reveals a respectful coexistence with the environment rather than
trying to dominate it. It made me reflect on how often modern city life, especially in busy
places like Jakarta or my own hometown, separates us from nature. In Nan’an, I saw how
harmony with the land is not just possible, but beautiful.

The second moment was when the elder humbly said, “You learn at university, and we
learn here.” Learning happens everywhere, in the classroom, but also in the muddy fields,
in conversation with elders, in laughter and shared meals. Education is not limited to
theories and textbooks. It also grows through stories, experiences, and hands-on
interactions with our surroundings.
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